
West Coast District Municipality 

MCC Meeting Virtual Meeting

22 February 2023



Coastal Management Program

• Adopted and approved by Council on 4th of December 2019



DRAFT ESTUARY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY FORUMS & MCC’s DATES FOR 2023

• Olifants River:

• 14 Feb; 16 May; 15 Aug; 14 Nov

• Verlorenvlei:

• 15 Feb; 17 May; 16 Aug; 15 Nov

• Bergrivier:

• 16 Feb; 18 May; 17 Aug; 16 Nov

• MCC:

• 22 Feb; 24 May; 23 Aug; 22 Nov



COASTAL & ESTUARY MANAGEMENT

• In previous meeting various E. coli pollution complaints reported by St Helena Bay Water Quality Trust, under

investigation by DFFE – possible report back on the situation? (Please see slide 6)

• New:

• WCDM still supporting DWS with the National Estuary Water Monitoring Program as part of the National

Estuarine Monitoring Program for Olifants, Verlorenvlei & Berg Estuaries monthly estuarine water sampling.

WCDM is also in the process to set up a DCF meeting between Bergrivier Mun, Saldanha Bay Mun and WCDM

to investigate the better coordination of water sampling along the West Coast in partnership with the SBWQT &

SHBWQT.

• WCDM EPWP Coastal Teams assisting till 30/06/2023 with various Coastal Management and Alien Clearing

work within the West Coast.

Saldanha Compliant received: Coastal Discharge @ West Point (03 Feb 2023)
Coastal Water Discharge plume (who’s actively enforcing the CWDP’s) conditions or who should be?



Coastal Structure at Small Beach (Grotto Bay) on Unalienated State Land

(This matter stood over from the last MCC meeting).

Any feedback or status update/progress?

House no. 4:

Mr AP Versfeld

(Contraberg Farm)

P.O. Box 57

DARLING

7345

Tel: 022 492 2814

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 



Frequently seen Fatty Oil – Allegedly due to coastal water discharges from Amawandle Pelagic

Also, constant high concentration 

of E. coli present at Amawandle

(end of jetty opposite effluent 

pipeline)

Oily sludge remains in the river, not getting washed out to sea, the substance gets stuck to the exposed 
muddy banks on the edges with low tide – possibly suffocating marine and estuarine organisms

Bergriver Estuary Pollution

(This matter stood over from the last MCC meeting) 

Any feedback or status update?

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 



Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 

Alleged stream of sewerage pollution running into the Coastal Zone at Lamberts Bay (Strandstraat)

due to Loadshedding/malfunctioning of infrastructure – Matter has been referred to Cederberg Local 

Mun & WCDM Health Dept



The situation 22/09/2018

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 

Illegal Coastal Structures on DPW property – south of Olifants Estuary on coastal cliffs 

reported during 2018 to DFFE & Operation Phakisa

DFFE was going to issue Repair/Removal Notices structures within coastal zone at Deurspring

Deurspring/Papendorp illegal structures on DPW Property/Farm 269



Another new house was built during December 2022 at Deurspring/Farm 269  

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 



Moonstone Diamond Mining north of Dooringbaai – Current situation 

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 



• Red Tide Incident at Elands Bay: 08/02/2023 – 17/02/2023



Day visitors & Campers at the Olifantsriver Estuary Floodplain – December/January 

season 2020 PAPENDORP or PAPEN-CITY as the locals calls it during December

Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement 

JAN 2020
Persons - 2300
Tents        171
Vehicles   290
Taxis         9
Rubberducks 12

Day visitors & Campers at the Olifantsriver Estuary Floodplain – December/January season 

2023 – Still ongoing strong with roughly 3000 visitors during December/January 2023 season

Salt Marsh Vegetation being used as windbreaks



Day visitors & Campers at the Olifantsriver Estuary Floodplain – December/January season 2023 

– Still ongoing with roughly 3000 visitors during the December/January 2023 season - Continue

WCDM Cleanup Operations during Jan/Feb 2023: No Working for the Coast 

teams are operational, as their contracts ended Sept 2022.

Urgent request to Local Mun’s to also appoint EPWP teams to clean the coast 

through their EPWP program/Budget Allocations



ESTUARY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY FORUMS

• Olifants River Estuary:

• Estuary Advisory Forum meeting was attended on the 14th of February 2023

• Main Issues discussed and raised at the forum:

• 1) Formal Protection needed at Olifants Estuary, still needs to happen to protect what's left

• 2) Safety of the vessels (SAMSA) linked to the fishing permit conditions (DFFE)

• 3) Prospecting and Mining applications



ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION WAS GRANTED FOR

THE PROPOSED PHOSPHATE ORE PROSPECTING RIGHT ON 

VARIOUS FARMS ALONG THE WEST COAST OF SOUTH 

AFRICA – APPEAL PERIOD ENDED 09 JAN 2023 – AWAITING 

FINAL DECISION FROM DFFE



ESTUARY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY FORUMS

• Verlorenvlei Estuary:

• Estuary Advisory Forum meeting was attended on the 15th of February 2023

• Main Issues discussed and raised at the forum:

• 1) Extreme Low water levels of Verlorenvlei/RAMSAR Site linked to that is the Reserve 

Determination Study in process and S24G applications.

• 2) Illegal ORV driving through the vlei/RAMSAR site between Elands Bay North and South 

via the Transnet Service Road

• 3) Eland's bay and Lamberts' bay dump/solid waste sites complaints/notices issued by 

the DEA&DP regarding its proper Management



ESTUARY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY FORUMS

• Bergrivier Estuary:

• Estuary Advisory Forum meeting was attended on the 16th of February 2023

• Main Issues discussed and raised at the forum:

• 1) POMA started their dredging on 16/02/2023 at Port Owen after receiving their Duping at Sea 

Permit (3 years) and CWDP (5 years) from DFFE for dredging/discharging end of last year from 

DFFE.

• 2) Redefining the Berg Estuary as a core area within the Cape West Coast

• Biosphere Reserve – Positive news that this process is underway through the CWCBR

• 3) CapeNature and Bergrivier Mun MOA has been renewed to implement the Berg River Municipal 

By-law with specific minimum conditions/req’s as stimulated in the agreement.

• 4) Nighttime Poaching on Berg Estuary still an ongoing issue - DFFE mandate and function.

• 5) Informal & Illegal developments along the estuary – CapeNature did inspections and will follow 

up with DEA&DP regarding illegal developments i.e. Knorvarkie Resort (Sec24g) and Flaminke vlei 

Resort, as these cases has been formally referred to DEA&DP’s compliance & enforcement years 

ago. Status update and presentation required on the history, current status and the way forward at 

next BEAF meeting.



THANK YOU

DANKIE

Charles Malherbe

West Coast DM

022 433 8400

cjmalherbe@wcdm.co.za
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