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Overview

Rope Grown Mussels Fishery Improvement Project 

WWF Early Warning System_ State of the Bay Open Day_ Saldanha Bay_ 08 November 2024 



WWF Early Warning System_ State of the Bay Open Day_ Saldanha Bay_ 08 November 2024 3

Overview - Fishery Improvement Project

Impact on the Habitat Impact on the Environment Impact on ETP sp.
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Overview - Increase in whale number in Saldanha Bay

Super Pods presence around the West Coast

WWF Early Warning System_ State of the Bay Open Day_ Saldanha Bay_ 08 November 2024 



WWF Early Warning System_ State of the Bay Open Day_ Saldanha Bay_ 08 November 2024 5

Increase in whale number on the West Coast

©Christin Khan
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Human-Cetacean Interactions
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Human – Cetacean Interactions
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Human-Cetacean Interactions
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Early Warning System Project
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Thermal/Infrared cameras with AI Software
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Realtime Automated Distance Estimation at Sea (“RADES”)
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Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM)
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Emergency Response Protocol
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Whale Disentanglements
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ETP species data collection

Current Data collection method

 ETP species identification cards 
developed

 Data collected on Site by operators 
 

EWS addition

 Data accuracy

 24-hour surveillance (night monitoring)

 Data across all marine mammals
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EWS Installation site
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Milestones

 Project Feasibility - Drafted

 Equipment Installation – December 
2024

 Equipment testing, AI programing – 
June 2025  

 Research, data management – 
December 2025

 Monitoring & Evaluation 
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Impact and sustainability of project

EWS Pilot project

Reduction of Whale 
Entanglements

Reduction of Ship Strikes

Improve ETP species data 
collection
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Visual Detection System
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